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The new gallbladder surgery,
called laparoscopic cholecystectomy,
now offered at Columbus Community
Hospital is one of the most requested
surgeries throughout the country,

Gallbladder disease continues to
be one of the most common digestive
disorders seen by physicians in this
country. Approximately 500,000
cholecystectomies are performed
gach year in the U.S. Afier conven-
uonal major abdominal surgery, pa-
tients experience considerable dis-
comfort with a lengthy recovery.

Consider this: As recently as two
weeks ago, when a patient underwent
traditional galibladder surgery at Co-
lumbus Community Hospital, he or
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New gallbladder surgery has tremendous patient benefits

she could expect o experience intense
post-operative pain, a scar up (o nine
inches long across the abdomen and a
hospital stay of five to eight days and
a recovery period of four to six weeks
before returning to work.

But not any longer. This mini-
mally-inavasive surgical technique is
an important breakthrough because it
eliminates the need for a large inci-
sion, For the patient, this means dra-
matically reduced scarring and recov-
ery time — and significandy reduced
hospital costs.

To perform the surgery, surgeons
make four tiny openings in the abdo-
men, each less than the diameter of a
dime. A miniature video camera is
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suspend MFN status in order 1o con-
demn the Chinese government's ac-
tions and facilitate change in that
country. Congressman Laughlin, dis-
turbed by recent political changes in

China, believes that “suspension of |

MFN status might be a proper ap-
proach to take with China in the future,
however, maintaining U.S. economic
relations with China is the best way 1o
preserve U.S, influence over China.”

Serving economic tes would
eliminate the influence the United
States has in China on human rights,

wade and nuclear nonproliferation.

Congressman Laughlin is convinced gram

that “MFN status should be used as a
constructive ol (0 seek greater
Wﬂwh
arms control that will benefit not only
China but also world community.”

each year's rice
“In this time of increasing farm
. We Cannol ex-

program complexity
producers 10 have 1o waituntil the
:F 10 make planting deci-

sions, buy seed and necessary inputs,
and secure financing for the crop

ment Act of 1991 requires the Secre-
tary of Agriculture to make a prelimi-

information in A
February, early-planting Texas rice
producers will now be on a level play-
g field with rice producers from the
rest of the country.”
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inserted through one of the openings,
enabling the surgeon to view the inter-
nal organs on video MONitons.

Next, the instrument that was cre-
ated to make the new procedures pos-
sible — the Endo Clip applier™ —is
used to close off the artery and duct,
thereby freeing the gallbladder for
removal. The bile and stones are suc-
tioned out, collapsing the gallbladder

Law Enforcement

for parole violation, processed and
transported to Colorado County Jail,

Chief Villarreal was advised by
G.A. Rodriquez that the Bethiechem
De Judea Church on “E" Stueet was
broken into and a small air condition
window unit was taken. Entry was
gained by breaking into the front door.

The Chiefl also received a report
that the primary school had been van-
dalized by breaking out several win-
dows. No other damage was observed.

While on routine patrol, Officer
Johnson observed a vehicle traveling
at 2 high rate of speed. The subject was
stopped and issued a citation for

A shon time later, while checking
oul a suspicious subject, the same
violator sped by Johnson at a high rate
of speed and was driving recklessly,

running vehicles off the road and run-  past

ning stop signs. At this time the sub-
ject, Martin Amoldo Lederma, was
placed under arrest for reckless driv-
ing, taken 1o the station, processed and
transported to the county jail.

Consuslo Martinez reported
Sgt. Jones Monday moming that
while she was washing clothes at The
Sk e parse: Sl b s and
5

PN ot

clothes and when she went back for
them, the purse was gone. The case
remaing open.
Colorado County Sherift

Friday, July 19 at 5:45 p.m. Colo-

Royal Cleaners

Eagle Lake  234-2847

Thursday, July 25, 1991
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law 10 eam extra trining, but may do bining it with an urban district;

so if they like. o *Moved to advertise for volunteer

The county’s four Commissioners blanket accident policy and disabifity

as well as the county clerk and district income for volunteers, malpractice

clerk each earned 16 hours of credit coverage for five units of the volun-

the seminar while Strunk teer ambulance service in the county,

eamed four hours of credit. umbrella policy and advanced life

The court then discussed the up- support insurance, The Texas Asso-

mnﬂh:hmnﬂmmhpdﬁu
The discussion ini
LS initially came up
additional clerks 10 in their pre-
cincts, The in Colum-
Beake voamne Y nekiing e paly
reasons
while Lavine Kolos, pﬁ

small voter turn-out, they would only
allow the presiding judge and alier-
nate judge o work each polling place
with an exception in Precinct 18,

Commissioner Jerome Wicke
moved that the board hire a clerk if
Clark is unable to fulfill his duties as
presiding judge with the understand-
ing that each precinct only have two
paid workers during the election.

Hayek expressed her concern that
the judges in Precinct 9 may resign if
they did not get the help they re-
quested.

Wicke stuck with his motion and
said, “We need to stick with our earfier
decision. Who are we going to let run
this county, the election judges or the
commissioners™

The court also agreed o enter a
preliminary contract with the Texas
Department of Human Service,
Children's Service Board. Linda
Fitzwater, Jim McGee and Willie Mae
Williams, members of the Children's
Protective Service Board, were in at-
tendance at the meeting.

The contract stated that the county
would offer up front monetary support
for foster care with the under-
standing of bein§ reimbursed by state
or federal funds at a later date.

The county would also provide,
without any reimbursement, services
of clothing supplements, transporta-
tion expenses, legal services and spe-

like a balloon and allowing easy re-
moval through one of the tiny open-
ings.

“The laparoscopic equipment was
ordered two weeks ago and received
within one week of the order,” said
Sharon Andress, hospital administra-
tor. “The equipment was st up at noon
the day it amived and our Chief of
Surgery, Heman Patino, M.D., who

Continued from Page 1

rado County's Deputies W.E. Latti-
more and Siephen Scott were dis-
patched to the scene of a train/pedes-
trian accident. Also responding to the
call were SherifT ing and Deputy
Eddie Araj. Upon arrival a body was
found laying face up in high weeds
about 20" north of the tracks.

Roadmaster for Southemn Pacific,
Julian Flores, was notified and arrived
at the scene while J ustice of the Peace
Francis Truchard Nicho-
las Rios Mata, 49, of Weimar, dead ot
the secene at6:25 pm.

«A residence and shed in Frelsburg;

«C B. radins from pumerous ve-
hicles including combines on July
13th or 14th;

*A 14’ aluminum boat in the Co-

. of Sonntag’s Bar & Grill
n of19 cases of beer on July
15th or 16th solved with the arrest of
Clifion Ray Linnemier, age 17, and
of a residence on Kan-

which was apparendy

ciation of Counties (TAC) presented
the only bid and the county hopes to
réceive a lower price from another
company,
=Acknowledged the receipt of a
E&un{y Safety Award by the TAC:;

*Adopted a safety policy state-
ment for the county with the under-
standing that each precinct's commis-
pport  sioner would appoint a person 10 serve
on a committee to help maintain safety
throughout the county.

",

Colorado County was recently awarded one of 50 County Safety Awards
by the Texas Assoclation of Countles for its continued practice of safety
procedures within the county. Piclured are, from left, Commissioner
Sonny Spanhlel, County Auditor Ramie Kana, Commissionsr Jerome
Wicke, Fleld Represantative with TAC Warren Kincald, County Judge
H.O. "Butech” Strunk, County Clerk Darlena Hayek, Commissionar Otto
Loessin and Commissioner Johnnia Elstnaer.

SChOOI BO&fd ___ Continued from Page 1

amount of $5,900, sApproved the contract for the
sAmerican Micro Technology purchase of athletic supplies and
Inc. of College Station for bio-reme-  equipment for 1991-92.

m ulfi:.-dl at "m?ﬁu{ﬁ] storage
in the amount o :
»Aztec Service 1o refinish tile and W.M. Thﬂmas JI'.
Insurance
Agency

cleans floors at Sheridan, ELMS and
Rice High School;
@ Representing

*Anderon and Story Glass Com-
pany to replace two exterior doors at
the high school in the amount of
$1,357 each; and
THE TRAVELERS

LIFE ‘HEALTH
~ANNUITIES
*WORKERS COMP

has been trained to perform the new
technigue, performed our first laparo-
scopic galibladder surgery at 2 p.m.
the same day. Two days later, the
patient went home 0 family and
friends and reponed she is feeling
good with only a minimum of discom-
for,” said Andress.

“It's truly exciting to witness such
a revolution in surgery,” sad Dr.
Patino, “The new gallbladder proce-
dure will be the first of many less
inavasive techniques made possible
with advanced surgical technology.
The new instrumenis will allow many

*FIRE -AUTO -BOAT
*TRUCK -HOMEOWNER
-FARM -BONDS
-MOBILE HOMES
*BUSINESS INSURANCE

“COMPLETE BUSINESS &
HOME COVERAGE"

409-234-2619

more surgeries such as appendeciomy
and hysterectomy to be done this way.
The patient benefits are tremendous,”
continued Dr, Patino,

409-234-5069

411 N. Mills  Eagle Lake

We will re-open to the public next spring for the Wildflower
"*Lh Celebration. J

_'\"-\

Closed
Due to
Summer

Sizzle!

Picnic on the Lake

will be serving private
groups by

appointment gi[ year.

Call 409-234-2675

DISCOVER
ST. ANTHONY
SCcHooL

REGISTRATION FOR
Pre-Kindergarten through Grade Eight

July 23rd - July 25th

9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

i MISTIT; ik il @ W .:... N 4..--
Baptismal certificates.

St. Anthony School admits students of any race, color and
national or ethnic origin.

Call 409-732-5505
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Tricil donates $250,000 for county community
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Tricil Environmenial Response inc

Tricil Environmental Response Inc. presented this check to local leaders
Thursday as a symbol of Tricil's funding of the Tricil Colorado County
Community Service Foundation. Presenting the check are Tricll Vice
President Jim O'Neil, lower left, and Don Poarch, lower right, Tricil
General Manager of Field Services. Accepting on behall of the commu-

NEWSBRIEFS |

Senior Citizen dance this Friday

Eagle Lake Knights of Columbus will hold their monthly Senior Citizens
Dance this Friday, August 2, 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. at the KC Hall. Admission is
$2.00 per person and everyone is welcome no matier how young you are.

Football season tickets now on sale

Rice Raider season ticket holders for home football games will have the
opportunity to purchase those same seats August Sth through 16th. You must
pick up your season tickets before the 16th.

Starting Monday, August 19, unsold tickets will be available 10 the general
public through Friday, September 6th, These season package is $15 per seat for
the five home games. Individual game tickets will be sold Monday through
Friday during the week of each home game beginning Monday, September 9th.
The tickets may be purchased in the business office on the Rice High School
campus from § am. 04 p.m.

Band practices to begin Monday, August 5th

The Mighty Raider Band will begin Summer Band practices Aug. 5 at 7:30
a.m, Times for the sessions will be: Aug. 5-9, 7:30- 10 a.m. and starting the 12th,
5-8 p.m, Buses leave Sheridan at 7 a.m., Eagle Lake at 6:50 a.m. and Garwood
at7:10 am.

Band members are to attend every rehearsal unless otherwise pre-arranged
with the band director!

VBS at New Home Baptist Church, Garwood

Vacation Bibie School at the New Home Baptist Church in Garwood will
begin on Monday, August 5 and continue through Friday, August 2. The school
will be from 6 until 8:30 p.m, each evening, All children and young adults are
encouraged 10 attend.

Adult Red Cross swimming lessons offered

Red Cross swimming courses for adults will be offered at the Eagle Lake
Community pool on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays for two weeks begin-
ning August Sth. There will be a pool fee of $5.00 per student for the two week
session. Classes offered are as follows: 6:30-7:30 pm- beginners; 7:30- 8:15
pm- advanced beginners; 8:15- 9:15 pm swimmers and emergency water
safety. ,

To register come by the pool during adult night on Wednesday (7-9 pm) or
call Judy at 234-5208.

nity are, standing from left, County Commissioner Jerome Wicke, Com-
missioner Sonny Spanihel, Commissioner Johnnie Elstner, Weimar
Mayor Julius Bartek, Eagle Lake Mayor Roy Van Nort, Commissioner Otto
Loessin and Columbus MaYor Dwain Dungen.

Phote courtesy of Shelfon & Caudle

Having received governmental
approval to begin expansion of the
Colorado County Landfill, Tricil
Environmental Response Inc. re-
cently announced the establishment of
Tricil Colorado County Community
Service Foundation for the benefit of
county residents. Tricil funded the
foundation with an initial donation of
$250,000.

In announcing Tricil is ready o
begin construction on the $20 million
expansion of the Colorado County
Landfill, which it owns and operates,
Tricil Vice President Jim O'Neil said,
“As good corporate citizens, Tricil
and its associated companies contrib-
uiz substantially w0 enhancing the
guality of life in communities where
we operate.

"We're very pleased to announce
the establishment of this community
service foundation for the citizens of
Colorado County, and weahank State
Rep. Robert Saunders for his guidance
in making it happen.”

O'Neil also praised local elected
officials for their help in making the
foundation a reality. “'We particularly
thank Judge Butch Strunk for his guid-
ance in establishing the objectives of
the foundation.

“We are delighted a number of
community leaders have agreed
serve on the board of volunteers that
will administer the foundation funds.”

The foundation board includes
Pet. One Commissioner Otto Loessin,
Columbus Mayor Dwain Dungen,
Eagle Lake Mayor Roy Yan Nort, and
Weimar Mayor Julius Bariek. They
will be joined by one community
fesder from each of the four county
precincts, recommended by the inds-
vidual commissioners., Tricil will
have a non-voting representative on
the board, for a total of nine members,

The board is free to select what-
ever community-improvement proj-
ects it deems appropriaie, but possi-
bilities for funding might include
scholarship grants, literacy and sci-
ence projects and programs address-

service foundation

ing juvenile delinquency and sub-
stance abuse. x

In addition to Tricil's initial con-
tribution to the foundation of
$250,000, the company will donate §3
for each ton of waste now classed as
hazardous thatis accepied from within
Texas for treatment and secure dis-
posal. For any such waste accepted
from outside the state, $4 per ton will
be contributed. Paymenis will be
made quarterly and are expected 0
amount to about $100,000 a yvear ini-
tially, O'Neil said.

“We pledge that, starting the year
after we receive the final state permit
and begin full operation, we will guar-
antee the foundation a minimum of
$300,00 annually. That pledge will
remain in effect for as long as we're
accepting industrial waste at the Colo-
rado County Landfill,” O'Neil ex-
plained. “It's also imporant to point

out that payments to the foundation
are in addition (o increased taxes to the
county, which will amount to about
$150,000 a year at first and should
grow (0 be at least $500,000 a year,”

O’'Neil added that Tricil also will
donate to the foundation all proceeds
from a recycling program Tricil plans
to set up in the county. Details of that
program will be announced later.

The $20 million expansion of the
landfill will result in 100 new perma-
nent jobs, with an annual payroll of
around $4 million. It also will ensure
the community contineed access o
reasonably priced, secure disposal for
its household trash, while ensuring
there is no detrimental impact on the
environment,

Note: Representative Saunders
was unable io attend Thursday' s press
conference due to the fact that hus bill
concerming consolidation of several
environmenial agencies was being
debaied. In a phone conversation
Monday, Saunders said, “This i a
very good gesture... fo sel up some-
thing that is going lo mean o much for
the whole area. You don't find that
iruc in every applicant.”

Eagle Lake Police Department Weekly Report

Week of July 24-30

Local juveniles take
pickup for ‘ joy ride’

Tuesday, July 29th, at approxi-
mately 5:45 p.m., Officer Jim Staude
was dispatched 0 the Wintermann
Warehouse in reference to a vehicle
stolen about five minutes earlier. Le-
roy Johnson, owner of the 1975 Chey-
rolet pickup, met the officer and gave
him information he had received from
a witness indicating that the two white

Now it's epoxy vs. vinyl...

suspects appeared (0 be juveniles. A
search began for the suspects and
vehicle.

At approximately B:45 pm.,
Staude was advised by the dispatcher
of two different callers repornedly
seeing the vehicle in the Eagle Lake
area A shorttime later he observed the
pickup on Rosa Road. The
subjects mm FM 102 South
driving at a high rate of speed. The
driver lost control of the vehicle on a
sharp curve on 102 just north of

Calhoun Road, came 1o a stop in a
ditch, exited the vehicle and went into
a pasture, Suspects were advised w0
come out with their hands up, which
they did. The suspects were placed in
the patrol car and transported to the
Police Department where they were
turned over to Juvenile Officer Bobby
Johnson. Chief Lupé Villamreal and
Sgt. Earl Jones assisted Staude.

On other calls during the week,
Sgt. Jones was dispatched to 2 re-
ported burglary at the swimming pool.

Council awards bid for painting of water storage tanks

After another lengthy discussion
concerning sand-blasting versus
chemical stripping, the Eagle Lake
City Council awarded A-Way Tank
Service, Inc. of Rosenberg the job of
painting both water storage tanks 23
recommended by City Engineer John
Mercer.

Mercer, council members and :
répresentative of Travis Indusiria
Painters went back and forth about
Mercer's reservations and concems
over chemical stripping and the prob-
lem of properly preparing the metal
surface in order 1 get a good, long-
lasting paint job. Even though A-
Way's bid was higher than Travis',
Travis did not bid according (o the

i and, in since Mercer did
not like the idea of using a chemical

Mercer, advised Council on the vari-
ous projects which would probably be
included in the upcoming Texas
Community Development Project
Emuppiic:inn.mcnympqlm

a $402,500 grant which will re-
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sub-grade and base are unstabilized
causing moisture accumulation. The

extra seal-coating in the Hutchins Argo

Dme?mpmshmldbeusndm:

work has hit a big snag. Large soft
spots which extend well out into the
runway have been found by the com-
pany doing the work. These spots will
have 10 dry out before any work can be
done in the area,

The work order will have 0 be

sLeamed from Mayor Roy Van

St. Mary’s registration begins Friday, Aug. 9
10120008 s 5.7 pan.inthe parish hal. Tuiion and egioraion fees e due
at this time. First day of classes will begin Aug. 26 at 8:05 am. St Mary's
School is fully accredited, teaching grades 1-8. All teachers are state certified.
Open horse show August 10th

An Open Horse Show sponsored by the Wharton County Quarer Horse
ﬁmﬁ.‘uﬁlhhﬂuhh:.’m 10 at the Wharton County
Fairgrounds. Classes will begi I!mﬂ“.:ﬁl—ﬂw
.--l"-:ﬂ"’ hfrb..::_ﬁzilﬁ#

hm&- Melissa at $32-0250.
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Upon amival Shannon Pustejovsky
advised Jones that someone had bro-
keninto the pool house and taken three
cases of soda water and assorted can-
dies. The case remains under investi-

the vehicle. When he opened the trunk -
2 sign from the golf course was found.

The suspect, & wis trans-

ported w the and turned over to

Juvenile Officer Johnson.

Rice Package Store hit again. ..
Sgt. Jones was to the
Rice Package Store at 1101 E. Main

early Sunday moming in reference to

of a meeting of the 911 Commit-




